America’s 


FUTURE 


A Weekly Review of News, Books and Public Affairs 


Volume 3 


October 6, 1961 


Number 40 





Never-Neves Land. . 
Straight Talk ... 


Facts About a Famous Case 





Mansions, Parties and Handouts . 


Do You Know What Your Child Reads? 
Moral Courage and Rationalizers 


Sook Review . 








NEVER-NEVER LAND 

It seems agreed that Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s recent speech 
to the United Nations was a 
beautiful, idealistic compo- 
sition. But except for brief 
portions on Berlin, it had no 
relation to the present-day 
world. It might have been de- 
livered in some never-never 
land that bears no resemblance 
to today’s facts of inter- 
national life. 

Even the portion on Berlin, 
while once more seeming to 
reaffirm our determination to 
defend our rights there, was 
a disappointment to those who 


are convinced that Ked Russia 
inderstands only one inter- 
national language —- the lan- 
guage of strength and the 
necessary action to back it 
up. The disappointment stem- 
med from the definite indica- 
tion that again, despite all 
past lessons, we are going to 
negotiate with the commun- 
ists, to whom negotiation is 
merely another weapon in 
their cold war. 

Some observers were shocked 
that the President again pro- 
posed a treaty banning all 
nuclear testing - in the face 








of three years of useless 
negotiations with the Reds on 
this subject. This, of course, 
was part of the great general 
theme of the President’s 
speech — the theme of world 
disarmament. It was that 
theme which made many feel 
that the President was operat- 
ing in a never-never land 
instead of in a world where 
an international communist 
conspiracy is bent on domina- 
tion of the globe. Even be- 
fore Mr. Kennedy presented 
his plan to the neutralist, 
weak and strife-torn United 
Nations, the N. Y. Daily News 
spotlighted this fallacy. 
‘Why talk about weakening the 
police and fire departments,’ 
said the News, ‘when gangsters 
and arsonists are swarming 
all over town?’ 

Perhaps the great defect 
in the President’s statement 
was unconsciously revealed, 
during the morning before he 


STRAIGHT TALK 

It got very little attention 
in the press, but we were 
treated recently to some re- 
freshingly straight talk 
about our endless foreign 
giveaways. It referred par- 
ticularly to handouts to so- 
called ‘backward’ or ‘emerg- 
ing’ or ‘underdeveloped’ 


bh 


made it, by James Reston of 
the N. Y. Times. Mr. Reston 
said that during his first 
eight months in office, the 
President was trying to form 
his foreign policy on the 
basis of what Reston called 
‘reaching an accommodation’ 
with our allies, with the 
neutralist nations, with the 
United Nations, with the Re- 
publicans and with the Soviet 
Union! Seemingly, Mr. Kennedy 
has not yet realized that 
such a thing is impossible - 
that there does not exist a 
policy that will please all 
these elements and at the 
same time operate strictly in 
the interest of the United 
States. We can only hope that 
the President will find out, 
before it is too late, that 
his duty is not to find a 
policy that will please every- 
body, including the communist 
enemy, but to protect the 
country he is sworn to defend. 


nations. These are vague 
words designed to appeal to 
our sympathies, but actually 
they refer to peoples who 
have no desire to progress 
under their own power and ef- 
forts. This straight talk did 
not come from long-time cri- 
tics of these incessant raids 
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on the pockets of American 
taxpayers, but from a man who 
has spent 14 years in the 
handout business. His name is 
Robert L. Garner. He was vice- 
president and president re- 
spectively of two of those 
giant international funds - 
for which we put up most of 
the money — that make ‘loans’ 
to ‘underdeveloped’ nations. 
Mr. Garner scotched the 
notion, which the giveaway 
boys try to sell us, that 
these nations are poor and 
backward because they have 
little or no natural resources, 
or because of their history 
as colonial possessions, or 
because they do not get 
enough help from richer 
countries. He said these na- 
tions are poor primarily 


because they themselves lack 
the attitudes, customs, tra- 
ditions - the political, 
social and religious philos- 
ophy — to pull themselves up 
by their own bootstraps. And 
he said he concerned 
about the insidious results 
of their reliance on foreign 
handouts — that this aid be- 
comes an excuse to do nothing 
on their own to develop their 
own resources and energies. 
Mr. Garner, with the voice of 
experience, said he is op- 
posed to trying to build up a 
nation’s economy through gov- 
ernment ownership of industry 
or government support of 
private industry. He said the 
best method is private initi- 
ative and the private profit 
motive. That, incidentally, 
is what built America which 
was once equally as ‘ backward’ 
as any nation in Africa. 

Some recent examples of the 
effect of our foreign-handout 
program — which Mr. Garner 
may or may not have had in 
mind — can only be described 
as weird. For example, the 
handout boys decided to build 
a road in Cambodia (that’s 
over in what used to be call- 
ed Indo-China) with 15 million 
dollars of your money. By the 
time the road was completed, 
your 15 million dollars had 
grown to 34 million dollars. 


was 








The road was named the Ameri- 
can Friendship Road. It must 
have built up quite a pile of 
friendship for the United 
States, because almost as 
soon as it was completed it 
began to fall apart. What 
fell apart, of course, was 
not only the American Friend- 
ship Koad, but your 34 million 
dollars. A House subcommittee 


MANSIONS, PARTIES AND 
One of these backward 
nations into which the for- 
eign-giveaway boys in Wash- 
ington are pouring more of 
your dollars is the Ivory 
Coast. It’s in Africa - a 
former French colony. Out in 
a swank section of Long 
Island, there’s a $90,000 
mansion on eight acres of ex- 
pensive land. It has 42 rooms 
overlooking Long Island Sound. 
Recently a young man, his 
wife and three children - 
plus a batch of servants - 
moved into this estate. Who 
is he? He is ambassador to 
the United Nations from the 
Ivory Coast. Presumably, he 
must live in the style to 
which the new leaders of this 
backward nation are becoming 
accustomed. His boss, the 
President of the Ivory Coast, 
recently built himself an 
11-million-dollar marble 


declared recentiy that the 
whole project ‘was so badly 
bungled that it has damaged 
our prestige, burdened us 
with costly repairs and sup- 
plied the communists with an 
effective source of anti- 
American propaganda.’ That’s 
quite a bill of goods for 
which your 34 million paid! 


HANDOUTS 
palace in the capital of 
the Ivory Coast. 

Then there’s Ghana. That’s 
in Africa too. Its head, Dr. 
Nkrumah, seldom if ever sees 
anything wrong in Soviet 
Russia’s policy. Just the 
same, he always has his hand 
out for American money. What 
happens to this money is in- 
dicated by the fact that even 
the openhanded Kennedy ad- 
ministration is a little 
worried and has sent a com- 
mittee to Ghana to see if 
maybe — perhaps —- by some 
chance -— the money is not 
being spent wisely. In any 
case, Dr. Nkrumah made a two- 
day trip to New York not long 
ago to deliver one speech at 
the United Nations. He arriv- 
ed in a chartered airliner 
with a party of 34 persons. 
This meagre staff grew to 70 
persons in New York, where 
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they occupied 40 suites in 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 
Another Kremlin- loving 
leader who is also on the re- 
ceiving end of American money 
is the head of Indonesia. In- 
donesia is supposed to be 
very hard up, but its embassy 
threw a party in Washington 
for 1200 guests. The party 
caused dizzy reactions even 
from hard-bitten Washington 
party-goers. One guest estim- 
ated it must have cost any- 


where from $35,000 to $50,000. 


All this makes especially 
significant another statement 
by straight-talking Mr. Garn- 
er. He said ‘government -to- 
government financial aid 
cannot successfully be used 
to gain and hold political 
advantages for the country 
supplying the funds.’ That 
means, of course, that you 
can’t buy friends — but you 
can surely go broke trying, 
which is what America seems 
to be doing and which could 
not make the Kremlin happier. 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 10/1/61 
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Book Review 


FACTS ABOUT A FAMOUS CASE 


WHO PROMOTED PERESS? by 
Lionel Lokos, 219 pages, The 
Bookmailer, N.Y., $3.00. 

He was in the dental corps 
of the U.S. Army, stationed 
at Camp Kilmer, N.J. He was 
promoted to the rank of major. 
He was, after two years in 
service, given an honorable 
discharge from the Army. Ask- 
ed, while still in the Army 
if he was a member of the 
Communist Party, if he was an 
organizer for the Party, if 
his wife was a member of the 
Party, if he had discussed 
the violent overthrow of the 
U.S. Government, he invoked 
the Fifth Amendment on the 


ground that truthful answers 
would tend to incriminate him. 
His name was Irving Peress. 
The late Senator Joseph R. 
McCarthy turned up this bad 
apple in the course of his 
investigations into subver- 
Sive activities in the govern- 
ment service. He brought the 
case, before giving it any 
publicity, to the attention 
of top civilian officials of 
the Army. He demanded that 
Peress be court-martialed. 
The next day Peress was honor- 
ably discharged. Then Senator 
McCarthy publicly revealed 
the facts. He called General 
Zwicker, commanding officer 








at Camp Kilmer, before his 
committee. The Peress case 
became a peg on which to hang 
a filthy cloak of vilifica- 
tion and smear —- of Peress? 
Oh, no - of the patriotic 
senator who was trying to 
protect his government from 
the likes of Peress. 

Such was the deliberately 
clouded atmospherd of the 
time (the Reds and their 
dupes are past masters at the 
art of smokescreening) that 
none of McCarthy’s detractors 
and even few of his friends 
bothered going to the record. 
What really happened in the 
Peress case? Did McCarthy 
‘insult’ General Zwicker? 
When, why, who and what turned 
the American Army inside out 
in order to protect a man hid- 
ing behind the 5th Amendment. 

Lionel Lokos, a young New 
Yorker, Navy veteran, student 
of law, radio-TV copywriter 
and member of the American 
Jewish League Against Commun- 
ism, has spent three years 
in solid and extensive re- 
search on the McCarthy in- 








vestigations. This is the 
first volume in a projected 
series on several phases of 
those famous and much dis- 
torted revelations. Mr. Lokos 
did go to the record, with 
two amazing but quite natural 
results. The first is this 
book, which is a dramatic, 
factual, anger-producing and 
eye-opening account of one of 
the most famous episodes of 
the ’fifties. The second is 
the author’s own metamorpho- 
sis. He began an agonizing 
reappraisal of his own poli- 
tical views ten years ago. 
After spending what often must 
have seemed endless hours 
wading through thousands of 
pages of testimony, he now 
describes himself as an ‘un- 
reconstructed McCarthyite who 
feels very deeply that the 
Senator was crucified poli- 
tically.’ Nothing proves his 
case better - unless it 
be the volumes still to 
come — than this truthful 
and terrible story of the 
Peress case. 

- Rosalie Gordon 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILD READS? 

The anti-communist newsletter Counterattack reports that 
one of the largest chain stores in the country is selling a 
children’s book called Book 3 Europe and the USSR (one of a 
series published by Golden Press, N.Y.). Counterattack says 


Russia is treated in glowing terms in this book. And no won- 
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der! Its author is Henry Hill Collins, Jr. Counterattack 
points out that he was identified before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee as a leader in an underground com- 
munist apparatus in Washington, that he hid behind the Fifth 
Amendment when asked if he was a member of the-Communist 
Party, and that he was identified before the Senate Internal 
Security Committee as a member of the famous Harold Ware 
communist cell. 


MORAL COURAGE AND RATIONALIZERS 

“Every magazine that comes to hand is full of ‘explana- 
tions’ of the disaster we met in the Bay of Pigs, but the 
real explanation is simply that we lacked the moral courage 
to go ahead with an unpleasant task. Laos, we were told, was 
unsuitable for war. We could not get on with the surgery 
necessary in Cuba, the rationalizers insisted, because the 
seething, unwashed masses in the world wouldn’t like it. 

“IT don’t give a damn what any heathen dwelling in a foul- 
smelling mud hut thinks. One free American is worth any 
number of surly, unclean, wife-beating, daughter-sel ling 
peasants in any ‘emerging’ nation, and it is time we began 
to understand it. 

“If we are destined to be the people whom history will 
indict for letting the torch of freedom fall from our nerve- 
less fingers, so be it. But can’t we summon one last echo 
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8 
of our past and do it like men? When the slave masters built 
their wall in Berlin our response was to draw a stripe in 
orange chalk. I don’t know why we didn’t go whole hog and 
use yellow chalk and be done with it.” - Richard Starnes in 


the N.Y. WORLD- TELEGRAM & SUN 


“The government...takes the position that we citizens are 
unruly and haven’t enough sense to come in out of the rain; 
but have you noticed? We ignorant and erratic citizens have 
enough sense to earn all the money the politicians ever get 


their hands on!” - Santa Ana (Calif.) REGISTER 
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